
dentist of his mistake, the satisfactory reply was, " Why, what a cu-
rious name for it ; I never heard it before !" In December last, a Ca-
nadian gentleman wrote for advice as to " pain in the teeth, jaws
and back of the head." He adds, " my teeth are in a horrible state,
and I can with difficulty chew my food." " My dentist tells me my
teeth are good and sound, but that the gums have somewhat receded,
and he can apply no remedy. This is consolatory ! ! " Sure enough.
He was relieved in less than a week by chlorate of potash. Last
spring, a patient in fine health, and with a most enviable set of nut-
crackers, desired us to look at a tooth which had kept him awake
several nights in intense pain, and for which, he had just been in-
formed, the only remedy was extraction, although the tooth was per-
fectly sound. It was ulcerative stomatitis—nothing else—and a few
days sufficed for its permanent relief. We mention these cases in the
hope that they may attract attention, and that a few hints, well put,
will make persons think twice before either advising or submitting to
the extraction of a sound masticator, the loss of each one being such
a direct and irremediable injury to the digestive organs.

But, though there is no end to the hints suggested by this little
vade mecum which we should like to follow' up, we are—to use an en-

tirely original phrase—"reminded that our space is limited," simply
expressing the hope that the author may meet with his reward in the
early requirement, by the public, of a fourth and enlarged edition.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, OCTOBER 1, 1857

QUESTIONABLE ADVERTISEMENTS.
We referred, in our last volume, to the manly and honorable posi-

tion taken by a religious newspaper, the American Presbyterian, pub-
lished in Philadelphia, with regard to advertisements which were

designated by that paper as "questionable." We tendered to the
Editor our hearty thanks for his honest, bold defence of right, truth
and decency, and we feel sure that he will reap a fitting reward for
his pains in exposing and holding up to condemnation the abominable
frauds imposed upon the community in so wholesale a manner. We
have only one objection to make to the caption of the Presbyterian's
article; and that is, we do not think the word "questionable" de-
scribes the character of these advertisements. They are w»questiona-
bly bad in essence and tendency, and no editor, of even a secular pa-
per, who values his own honor or regards the welfare of the public,
so largely influenced as it is by the press, should for one moment lend
the weight of his influence to the unprincipled mountebanks who thus
grub for money in foul places and by foul means.

If this be true for the secular press, what shall we say when papers
devoted to enlightening the people upon religious and sacred themes
become the vehicles of shameless imposition, unblushing lies, unreal-
ized and unrealizable promises, and, worse than all, the channels through
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which flow alike to the ignorant and the wilful, the means of inducing
abortion, under the guise of wonderful, health-giving medicaments ?
What shall we say, indeed ! We will say, to begin with, that we

hope—nay, we will try to believe that the editors and managers of
such papers do not see through tho transparent veil which hardly
covers these nefarious projects—these filthy prospectuses of crime 1
We cannot believe that " Priests of the Temple " willingly, knowingly
pander to sin—but, wonder of wonders, why and whence is this blot
upon the purity of the religious press ? Let religious editors and pub-
lishers look to it, lest they bring disgrace upon themselves and upon
the Church they represent, and make Satan laugh in his sleeve, and
chuckle over this his new " holy alliance !

We began by recalling the pleasant impression made upon us by
the creditable and upright course of the Presbyterian in regard to
these matters ; we deeply regret to conclude by expressing our mor-
tification and sorrow that a paper professing to set forth and represent
the interests, here, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, should so fat-
forget its office and dignity, and not only these, but the rights and de-
cencies of life, as to admit into its columns such advertisements as we
have recently found therein. Not content with advertising, for a long
time, "Holloway's Pills," the " Christian Witness and Church Advo-
cate," published in this city, does not hesitate to admit the advertise-
ments of that phase of arrant and knavish quackery known as the
" Indian System of Medicine," whose agents recently announced, in
one of the daily papers, that they had removed a " cancer of ten
years standing," in ten minutes, by "Indian Cancer Plaster"—a
statement which, for its bold and brazen mendacity, can hardly be
equalled ; and which, from its very effrontery, must offend the sense
of truth in the most uninformed mind. It also goes so far as to insert
an advertisement, which, examined and understood, would condemn
even the man of ordinary morality, and should revolt, on the bare
reading, the religious man. Here, again, the most charitable conclu-
sion is that the editor and proprietor of the " Church Advocate " are
unaware that, instead of exclusively advocating Church extension,
they unfortunately lay themselves open to the imputation of affording
publicity to means which may be used for procuring abortion! It is
of very little service for them to preach religious duties upon one

page, and sully another with discreditable advertisements. Does the
editor say, these matters are beyond my control ? What does the
Christian publisher say ? What do the readers of the Christian
Witness and Church Advocate say ? We can reply for several of
them, and thus : they will not tolerate such incongruities long. Al-
ready wo are cognizant of some who have discontinued their sub-
scriptions for the reasons we have set forth, and more will follow.
These things require reformation ; if the mercenary policy of the low-
est portion of the daily press will truckle to anything and everything
for money, let not this be said, any longer, for those who aspire to set
before us the precepts of religion, and to chronicle the progress of
Christianity !

To justify our strictures, let any cool-minded, sensible person judge
of the truth, and more especially of the ultimate and even direct moral
bearing of the following extracts, which we make from an advertise-
ment in the Christian Witness of September 18th, 1857. If a religious
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paper is to be sustained, in any degree, by such means, we hope its
props will be knocked from under it immediately.

Side by side with a piece entitled the " Lost Sheep," in the " Chil-
dren's Department," appears the advertisement headed " Grindle's
Ancient and Celebrated Japanese Life Pills," which, tho advertisers,
under the protection of the clerical and lay authority engaged in ivif-
nessing for and advocating the Church, " offer on a more extensive
scale," after having "tested them in the worst forms of disease, and
after having been urged to do so by eminent physicians who have
tried them to their satisfaction." We should like to see the names of
these " eminent physicians " ; for, to us, this is either totally untrue,
or else it charges a feebleness and incapacity upon physicians which
we cannot credit.

Hear the respectable advertiser further, always under the auspicesof the Church—pr-oh pudor! "Performing cures where every other
remedy had failed, we feel it our duty to spread the glad intelligence
to every family of the globe. * * * Parts that were even decay-
ing with disease are restored to a healthy, vigorous action, and disease
eradicated as if by magic, leaving the system in a robust condition
and less predisposed to contract disease again, of whatever kind.
Possessing such penetrating and healing virtues, their success must
be inevitable." This is fine trash for the proprietors of a religious
newspaper to present to their readers—do these gentlemen realize
their responsibility ? But the worst is yet to come : the advo-
cate of the Church admits into its columns the following choice lan-
guage. " These Ancient Pills are also an invaluable remedy for fe-
males suffering from suppression of the menses, the cause of so many
declines and female weakness." Aside from the poor grammar here
displayed, we would simply ask the reverend editor, and the publisher,
who is a communicant of the Church, if they do not yet know that
phraseology nearly identical with this is the favorite dodge of the
abortion-nostrum venders, whose advertisements fill many of our daily
papers, usque ad nauseam? If they do not know this, it is time they
did ; and their first duty is to purge their paper of such declarations,
which, even if not made with the intent, still bear the odor, of evil-
doing.

As these, and similar, advertisements in no way advance the reli-
gious welfare of the people, but rather the reverse, that plea cannot
be urged in extenuation of their presence in a professedly religious
paper. There can, then, be but one other object, the wish for whose
attainment is cogent enough to effect this purpose ; and that is, the
amount realized for the insertion of the vile paragraphs. Do, then,
the proprietors of religious papers acknowledge that they willinglyderive support from such sources ? If so, we fearlessly say, better
never a religious paper in the land ! If these notices musthe publish-
ed, to poison, both physically and morally, the readers who peruse
them, let, at least, the guardians of our holy religion shake their
skirts free from such pollution ! And let honest editors, whether their
sheet be secular or religious, hesitate to issue such unwarrantable
promises, such assertions that the slightest examination must falsify,
such masked wickedness and such money-seeking, under groundless
pretences. We trust to see not only the " Christian Witness and
Church Advocate," but every other newspaper we have been led to
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look upon with respect, free from the trumpetings of soi-disant " In-
dian Physicians," " Female Pill " venders, " Invigorators " and
"Liver Remedies " which " one dollar will buy," " Speedy and Cer-
tain Cures for Hydrophobia," et id omne genus. Are there not remune-
rative advertisements, in plenty, more suited to the character (as it
should be) of a religious paper—not to speak of the elevation of tone
and sentiment which should animate all secular papers which expect
the encouragement of decent people ? No one can convince us to
the contrary ; and even if it were not so, what man—what Christian
—will deliberately lend his aid to unfounded pretension, unblushing-
impudence, immoral truckling to gain, and also to the infliction of cer-
tain ills upon tho bodies and souls of his fellow beings ?

We deeply regret that a Church which from childhood we have
so much venerated, should have even one of its professed stand-
ards so deeply tarnished : and if it is not to be remedied, we serious-
ly recommend to those who, in the face of these facts, still choose to
take the sheet to their Christian homes, to interdict the perusal of its
advertising columns, at least, to their wives and children. That must
be but a loose theology which tolerates these objectionable features
upon ground professedly devoted to sacred topics ! A religious jour-
nal, like Csesar's wife, " slwuld be above suspicion."

GLUCOSURIA IN NURSING WOMEN.
In a former number of the Journal (Vol. LV., p. 452) wo gave

some account of a remarkable discovery of M. Blot, of Paris, relative
to the presence of sugar in the urine of women during lactation, and
also occasionally during pregnancy. M. Blot asserted that he had
discovered this substance by four tests—the reduction of a solution of
sulphate of copper and caustic potash ; the brown color imparted to
solutions of potash or lime ; fermentation ; and deviating polarized
light to the light. Although M. Blot does not speak of actually ob-
taining sugar from tho urine, we infer that such has been done, since
he states the proportions in which he has found this substance to ex-
ist ; in one instance to the amount of 8 grains in 1000 grains of urine.
We observe in the Gazette Médicale de Paris, for August 1st, an ac-
count of some experiments by M. Leconte, in which he tried in vain
to obtain evidence of the presence of sugar in the urine of women

during lactation. To eight pints of urine (which reduced abundantly
the solution of copper and potash) was added an excess of neutral
acetate of lead, and the liquid was thrown upon a filter. On adding
ammonia in excess, the mixture no longer reduced the solution of cop-
per and potash. The precipitate, being mixed with water and depriv-
ed of its lead by sulphuretted hydrogen, also gave no trace of sugar.

Thinking that the sugar might have been destroyed by the ammo-

nia, the same quantity of urine (exhibiting the same re-action with the
solution of copper and potash) was acidulated by acetic acid, and
evaporated to one fifth, by the water-bath. Alcohol was then added,
.and the abundant precipitate was caught on a filter. The alcoholic
liquid, deprived of its alcohol by distillation, gave only a very fee-
ble re-action, much less than that of the urine. The precipitate gave
¿tn abundant reduction, which a careful analysis showed to be due to
the uric acid. From these and other analyses, M. Leconte concludes
that the reduction is caused by the uric acid which is in excess in the
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urine of nursing women. If his experiments are to be relied on, they
show that sugar is not present in the urine of women during lactation,
at least so frequently as M. Blot thinks.

STRYCHNIA IN WHISKEY.
A valued correspondent has sent us the following note, which we

willingly publish, being ourselves much interested to know how strych-
nia, if used in making whiskey, can either increase the quantity de-
rived from a certain amount of grain, or aggravate the essential symp-
toms of delirium tremens.

" A statement has been going the newspaper rounds, on what au-

thority your correspondent does not know, to the effect that the phy-
sician to the almshouse at Lawrence finds delirium tremens more fatal
than formerly, in consequence of the strychnia used in the manufacture
of whiskey. If that gentleman has any evidence of the fact that
strychnia exists in whiskey, he would much oblige members of the
profession by giving it to the public through your pages. If strychnia
is used in the manufacture, it would be interesting to know the reason

why. A full report of cases of delirium tremens in patients who
were also under the influence of strychnia, would prove instructive."

Death from Chloroform.—We find the following in the Courier of
Tuesday last : "A young lady named Packard died at Salmon Falls,
on Tuesday last, by taking chloroform. She called at the office of Dr.
Severance to have a tooth extracted, and while the doctor was absent
from the room she used the chloroform, and when he returned he found
her dying. Whether she took it purposely or ignorantly is unknown."

Treatment of Sore Nipples.-—A friend, whose judgment and experi-
ence entitle his opinion to much consideration, assures us that equal
parts (by weight) of glycerine and tannin is the best application for
sore nipples which he has used. It is also an excellent remedy for
chaps and excoriations of other parts. The tannin dissolves readily
in the glycerine. We hope this formula will be as widely known as
the celebrated tincture of benzoin cure, which has, we believe, been
quoted in every medical journal in this country.

Health of the City.—During the last three weeks the deaths from
cholera infantum have been steadily on the increase ; the number for
the last week (35) is the largest for the same period, with one excep-
tion, during the present year. There were 7 deaths from dysentery, 6
from whooping cough, and 4 from scarlatina. The total number for the
corresponding week of 1856 was exactly the same as for that which
has just passed, viz., 118 ; of which 17 were from cholera infantum,
21 from consumption, 13 from dysentery, and 7 from scarlatina.

Marmed,—In this city, 24th inst, Dr. Leonard R. Sheldon, of Brandon,. Vt., to Miss Ann Maria Cart-
wright, of Boston.

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, September 26th, 118. Maies, 61—Females, 57.—
Accident, 1—apoplexy, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—disease of the bowels, 1—Inflammation of tho
brain, 1—cyanosis, 1—consumption, 16—convulsions, 2—cholera infantum, 35—croup, 2—dysentery, 7—
dropsy, 2—dropsy in the head, 2—drowned, 1—debility, 1—infantile diseases, 4—puerperal, 1—erysipe-
las, 1—scarlet fever, 4—typhoid fever, 4—yeHow fever (a sailor at the quarantine), 1—disease of the heart,
2—haemorrhage of the lungs, 1—intemperance, 1—disease of the kidneys, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 5—
marasmus, 2—old age, 1—prostate (enlargement of), 1—palsy, 1—pleurisy, 1—premature birth, 1—scalds,
1—teething, 5—unknown, 1—whooping cough, 6.

Under 5 years, 72—between 5 and 20 years, 12—between 20 and 40 years, 20—between 40 and 60 years.,
6--abuve 60 years, S. Born in the United States, 92^-Ireland,, la•—other placesvll[.
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Rush Medical College.—The following changes have been made in the faculty :
Dr. W. H. By ford, of Evansville, Ind., takes the chair of Obstetrics, &c. ; Dr.
Rauch, of Burlington, Iowa, that of Materia Medica, &c. ; the occupant of the
latter, Dr. Johnson, being transferred to the departments of Physiology and Pa-
thology. Professors Evans and Herrick have retired, with the high respect of their
colleagues.—St. Louis Med. and Surg. Journal.

Health of Cities.—At a recent meeting of a Committee appointed to investigate
the condition of the streets and the like, held in this city, a statement was pre-
sented by Dr. Wiune respecting the sanitary condition of cities, which he has
made the subject, in a variety of ways, of the most careful study and research.
The number of deaths annually present the following ratio to the whole popula-
tion :—

London -

- -

1 in 41 Lowell
- -

-

-

1 in 50
Liverpool

- - -

1 in 27 Baltimore
-

-

-

1 in 40
Manchester

- - -

1 in 20 Charleston
- - -

1 in 40
Paris

- - - -

1 in 33 Savannah
- -

- 1 in 33
Boston

- -

-

-

1 in 32 New York
- - -

1 in 34
Dr. Winne holds the belief that in spite of modern improvements, water, ice,

better information, &c, from the year 1810 to 1855 New York has declined in
health, and the rate of mortality has been increasing. This is contrary to what
we have always believed, and, if true, seems deserving of much attention.—New
York Observer.

Longevity of Quakers.—Mr. Neil having asserted " that Quakers, who never

smoke, reach a good old age," I was determined to make inquiries on the subject,
and find that here and there a smoking Quaker is to be met with, but that the
habit is not common with members of the Society of Friends. Of course, there
are exceptions to every rule. The following statistics cannot fail to prove inte-
resting lo general readers. Smoking not only leads to drinking, "but it dimin-
ishes the saccharine constituents of the blood."

"In ihe year 1855-56 there died 287 members of the Society of Friends in
Great Britain, of whom there died from birth to five years old, 37 ; from 5 to 10,
8; 10 to 15, 5; 15 to 20, 12; 20 to 30, 18; 30 to 40, 17; 40 to 50, 19; 50 to 60,
23; 60 to 70, 46; 70 to 80, 50; 80 to 90, 43; 90 to 100, 9."

From this it will be seen that the greatest mortality amongst Quakers is between
the ages of 70 and 80; the next greatest between 60 and 70, and the third great-
est between the ages of 80 and 90.—" D." in London Lancet.

Louis Jacques Thenard.—There recently died at Paris a famous French chemist,
whose reputation was at its zenith whilst the present rase was still in swaddling
clothes. Louis Jacques Thenard, having lived on to the ripe age of fourscore
years, last week calmly ended his days, surrounded by

" All that should accompany old age,
" As honor, love, obedience, troops of friends."

He was the son of a poor provincial peasant laborer, a condition of existence which,
in the last century, very fairly represented impersonated poverty. He died a peer
of France, and grand officer of the Legion of Honor. His father early recognized
the genius of his son. Cheap as education is in France, it was only by the great-
est parsimony he was enabled to delray the small cost of his instruction as an

apothecary. And in this capacity the luture Chancellor of the University of Paris
practised for some years at an obscure village in Champagne. Here his talents
attracted the notice of Vauquelin, the then famous chemist, by whose counsel he
quitted the profession, went to Paris, and obtained an appointment as assistant-
chemist at the Ecole Polytechnique. In 1802, he read before the Academy his
first paper " On the Combinations of Antimony with Sulphur and Oxygen." In
1813, he published his treatise "On Chemistry," in five volumes, a work which
has since gone through six editions. He became member of the Academy, and
professor of chemistry at the Ecole Polytechnique, was made Chancellor of the
University, a peer of France, and received high rank in the Legion of Honor.
His obsequies were celebrated wilh great pomp at St. Sulpice ; the wisest and
greatest men of the country reverently attending the funeral.—lb.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 4, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


